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to make the acquaintance of the caterpillar just fallen on his nose from the roof of the tent; the mosquito searches out the most palatable parts of his ankles; the jungle dog enters the tent to ascertain whether anything edible has been left on the ground; and at last the native servant appears to announce that morning is here and breakfast ready. Having done such justice to the meal as he can, got into riding kit, and donned his blue spectacles as a protection against the sun's rays reflected from the bare and burning rocks, the traveller mounts an animal called a pony, and the march is resumed. But the discomforts, such as they are, sit lightly on the young and strong ; there is much to see of enthralling interest in these wonderful outlying regions of the Empire; and such is the influence of the British " raj " that one feels that one is not only a man, but, in the eyes of the natives, a sort of king.
The people of Hunza and Nagar, known as Kanjutis, were for centuries professional brigands and slave-dealers. So great was the terror inspired by them that whole districts, formerly well - cultivated and populated, were totally abandoned by their inhabitants. Secure in their mountain strongholds, and having ready access to the passes leading north to the Yarkand valley, the Kanjutis were able to waylay and pillage with impunity the rich caravans travelling by the great trade route between India and Turkestan, and to raid the territory of their neighbours as and when they wished. This wholesale brigandage and raiding, as well as the slave-dealing scourge, were effectively put a stop to by the introduction of British administrative control which followed Colonel Durand's brilliant little Hunza-Nagar campaign in the winter of 1891.
On leaving Gilgit for the Pamirs my party consisted of an orderly provided by the 5th Ghurkas, who had accompanied me from India, a Pathan and two servants, eight other " followers " of various nationalities, a native guide, a dozen mules and ponies, and about a score sheep to supply us with meat. The guide claimed to be the " Raja " of one of the districts through which we were to pass, but unluckily for him some one else not only claimed that title but exercised it. I was afraid that this difference of opinionese little floats to prevent a capsize. The passage of rivers is also made on rafts of inflated skins supporting a frameworkiably two months' imprisc
